Living in balance with wild
and domestic carnivores

What does
wildlife do
during

What is C3?

natural
disasters?

Thought you’d
never ask...

CONSERVATION. Learning about carnivores can be

fascinating, however, without the stewardship by humans, the
landscape could be profoundly and dangerously altered. Join our
team as we discuss the very recent brief history of conservation of
apex predators, the factors that led to threats to their survival, and
steps taken to protect their future.

Help today at WolfCenter.org/Support
or send us a check!

ways, mostly as dangerous creatures of lore and legend. Wolves,
bears, large cats, and other carnivores play essential roles in the
management of healthy ecosystems and wildernesses. Join our
team as we delve into what makes these animals unique and a
great partner to humankind as we work to manage our wild places.

Look forward to this monthly newsletter
featuring articles about Canines, Carnivores,
& Conservation. With your help, WERC is
protecting wild carnivores worldwide through
quality education and information campaigns.
Read these and other articles at
wolfcenter.org/C3!

CARNIVORES. Carnivores are mythified in a variety of

wolfcenter.org

CANINES. They are humankind’s
oldest friends. They enrich our lives in so
many ways. Understanding them provides
insight into how to care for their emotional
and physical health as well as linking us
profoundly to their ancestry — the wolf. Join our team in a study
of Canines, their history, behaviors, and even tips to give them the
best life possible. That’s simply what a best friend does.

WOLF EDUCATION & RESEARCH CENTER
3029 69th Avenue W, Unit H
University Place, Washington 98466

By Jeremy Heft

W

hen it comes to natural disasters, what
does wildlife do?

Wildlife is usually a step ahead of us when it
comes to natural disasters. They can sense
things before we can as humans. Hurricanes,
flooding, and wildfires are all natural disaster
events that pose a threat to our wild animals.
This is especially true of animals that have low
population numbers – like red wolves in North
Carolina.

North Carolina is considered one of the most
at-risk states for damage from
water – sea-level rise, hurricane
surges, and erosion along the
coast – are just some of the
threats.1 In fact, rising sea levels
might be one of the biggest threats
to red wolves there. These natural
disasters cause anxiety for wildlife
managers because for animals like
the red wolf, whose numbers are
already so low, a single event could
take them all out.1

“

Once
animals pick up
on the threat of
a wildfire, birds
are the first
ones to flee, and
big carnivores
and herbivores
are second.

Continues >>

On the west coast, wildfires pose a threat to wolves and other
wildlife. They are, however, also a normal part of the ecology of the
western states, and so many animals are prepared when it occurs
and the fire can actually benefit a lot of animals in the long run. At
the Wolf Center, we’ve seen firsthand how a wildfire affects wolves.
Normally, once animals pick up on the threat of a wildfire, birds are
the first ones to flee, and big carnivores and herbivores are second.
When wolves first smell smoke, they’ll gather together. They’ll howl
for each other to locate every member of the pack, and then they’ll
stay close to each other in order to protect each other. They’ll patrol
their territory to figure out where the threat of fire is coming from.
Our own wolves at the Wolf Center grew agitated when wildfires
came close. Thankfully, we were never in a position to have to evacuate, but the smoke from the nearby fire made the wolves uneasy.
We saw, for the first time, them wanting to leave the enclosure because their instincts were telling them something was wrong. Once
the wildfire was out, they would settle down again.
Watch our video “P2W Effects of Wildfire on Wildlife” on Vimeo to
learn more about:
•
•
•
•
•

The three types of fires we see
The three phases of a wildfire in regard to animals
What happens to animals when they flee
How wildfire can benefit an ecosystem
Forest management practices to keep forests healthy

Go to vimeo.com/p2w/wildfires.
Sources:

1.

https://wolf.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/spring2012.pdf

What’s the difference
between essential and
nonessential experimental
populations?
By Chris Anderson

W

hen talking about recovery actions
for species and conservation efforts,
you’ve probably heard the term nonessential
experimental population thrown around.

“

Essential experimental
populations are populations
that, if lost, would affect the
survival of the species overall
in the wild. Nonessential
experimental populations
are the opposite – they are
populations on which the
species’ survival doesn’t
depend.

What does that mean? And more importantly,
what does it mean for the species that are
labeled with it?
When the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service wants
to help a species re-establish itself in the wild,
it can label a population as experimental under
the Endangered Species Act.1 These are populations that are being reintroduced to areas that
they’ve historically occupied but aren’t established in.2
Experimental populations are designated as
either essential or nonessential. Essential
experimental populations are populations that,
if lost, would affect the survival of the species
overall in the wild.3 Nonessential experimental
populations are the opposite – they are populations on which the species’ survival doesn’t
depend.2
There is a lot more flexibility when it comes
to rules applied to nonessential experimental
populations. When a species is listed as endangered or threatened, they receive protections
from Section 7 and Section 9 of the Endangered Species Act. Section 7 discusses how
federal agencies must act when it comes to
these species, and Section 9 is the one that

prohibits harassing, harming, shooting, killing,
etc., of these animals.2
When it comes to nonessential experimental
populations, the rules are different. If they’re
in a National Wildlife Refuge, or National Park,
they’ll receive the same protections of Sections
7 and 9. However, if they’re outside of these
areas, they only have the same protections as a
species that’s being considered for listing. This
means that when it comes to Section 7, only
two parts apply to them: 7(a)(1), and 7(a)(4).2
7(a)(1) makes it a requirement that federal
agencies must help to conserve listed species.
Meanwhile, 7(a)(4) requires these agencies

to talk with the USFWS regarding actions
that may hurt a proposed species’ ability to
survive.2
Even with the flexibility of protection, the
plans for these species must still work toward
success and help the species survive.1
Many wolf populations have been given this
designation. Check out more articles about
wolves at www.wolfcenter.org!
Sources:
1.

https://www.fws.gov/pacific/ecoservices/endangered/recovery/pdf/10j%20Experimental%20Population%20Fact%20
Sheet%2011-9-16%20(approved%20by%20ARD-ES).pdf

2.

https://www.fws.gov/verobeach/FloridaPantherRIT/20150819%2010j%20Experimental%20Population%20
Fact%20Sheet.pdf

3.

https://www.animallaw.info/administrative/us-endangered-species-act-subpart-h-experimental-populations#s80

